
 
 

Tourism Research Advisory Board Meeting 14 June 2013 

 

Survey of Small-Scale Accommodation 

Despite a continued promotional campaign by TRA, industry associations and state 

and territory tourism organisations, registrations for the small-scale accommodation 

survey (SSAS) are low. Tourism and Events Queensland (TEQ) and the 

Australian Tourism Data Warehouse (ATDW) are working to try to increase 

registrations in Queensland. The results of their efforts will not be known until the 

end of July 2013. The Advisory Board has agreed to wait until data have been 

received from TEQ and ATDW before making a decision in relation to the 

continuation of the SSAS. 
 

Tourism Forecasts 

The Advisory Board considered a proposal that future tourism forecasts be prepared 

and released by Tourism Research Australia (TRA). The forecasts would be prepared 

drawing upon advice from a reference panel comprising key informants from industry 

and government. 

 

The Advisory Board discussed this proposal at length and agreed that future tourism 

forecasts should be released by TRA. The Tourism Forecasting Committee (TFC) and 

its predecessor the Tourism Forecasting Council have played an invaluable role in 

ensuring the production and dissemination of credible tourism forecasts. The 

Advisory Board’s decision to release future tourism forecasts through TRA, and as a 

consequence to disband the TFC, is a reflection of the maturity of the tourism sector 

that the TFC has helped foster. 
 

Potential reforms to measures of inbound tourism expenditure 

TRA has undertaken a preliminary assessment of existing inbound tourism 

expenditure that suggests a need to reduce the large number of expenditure measures 

that are used. The Advisory Board commended TRA’s initiative and agreed that TRA 

should continue this exploratory work aimed at bringing consistency, clarity and 

understanding to the measure and reporting of inbound tourism expenditure. Any 

proposed changes will be discussed by the Advisory Board prior to being 

operationalised. 

 

Progressing the National Tourism Research Agenda (NTRA) 

The Advisory Board noted that priorities on the NTRA had been previously funded 

via the Sustainable Tourism Cooperative Research Centre (STCRC) or the Tourism 

2020 Working Groups. Now that the STCRC no longer exists and there are no new 

funds for the Working Groups, there is no longer a funding mechanism for the NTRA. 

As a consequence, research that is undertaken will tend to have a short term 

marketing orientation and the larger issues preventing the industry from realising its 

potential will likely not be addressed. 



 

The Advisory Board discussed funding through the establishment of a Research and 

Development Corporation, similar to those of other industries, noting that funding 

issues should be championed by industry for industry.  

 

Tourism Directions Conference 2013 

The Advisory Board noted that planning for Tourism Directions is well underway and 

that the conference will be held in the Great Hall, Parliament House, Canberra on 

Tuesday 29 October 2013. This year’s conference is expected to attract approximately 

300 leaders and decision makers from the tourism industry as well as senior 

Australian Government officials, academics and media. 

 

Development of the agenda is progressing will and some notable speakers have been 

confirmed. Tony Jones will MC the day and moderate a Q&A session in the afternoon; 

Ian Harper, Professor Emeritus at Melbourne Business School, will give a keynote 

address on the global macro-economic outlook; Blair Comley, Secretary Department of 

Resources, Energy and Tourism, will speak on addressing supply side issues.  

 

Tourism Research Australia – new website 

The Advisory Board viewed a presentation of TRA’s new website which houses high 

quality tourism intelligence across both international and domestic markets. 

 

The new website makes it easier to navigate to the latest data, publications and media 

releases as well as providing comprehensive information about TRA’s customised 

data services.  

 

For more information go www.tra.gov.au or email tourism.research@ret.gov.au 
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