
 

 
 
REGIONAL TOURISM INDICATORS: 
METHODOLOGY 
TOURISM EXPENDITURE 
Tourism Expenditure is calculated as the sum of the expenditure from international visitors, domestic 

overnight visitors and domestic day trip visitors to the region, as calculated by the Tourism Research 

Australia (TRA) regional expenditure model (REX). Regional numbers will not sum to the state totals 

as unknown, transit and offshore and migratory numbers have been included for states.  

Data Sources: TRA International Visitor Survey and National Visitor Survey. 

OVERNIGHT VISITORS 
Overnight visitors are the sum of international visitors and domestic overnight visitors. Regional 

numbers will not sum to the state totals due to visitors going to more than one region in the same 

state.  

Data Sources: TRA International Visitor Survey and National Visitor Survey. 

VISITOR- POPULATION RATIO 
Although the economic importance of tourism to a region is predominantly based on the proportion of 

value that tourism contributes to the total economy, the ratio of visitors compared to the permanent 

population of a region creates supplementary evidence of the level and impact of tourist density in 

individual tourism regions.  

TRA uses the IVS and NVS to estimate the total number of visitors to tourism regions. The ABS 

provides population estimates across each region of Australia. 

As the IVS and NVS only survey those over the age of 15, the regional population estimates have 

been compiled to include only residents over the age of 15. 

Additionally, only overnight visitors (both international and domestic) have been included in the 

calculation. This is because they are likely to have a much greater impact on the economy of a region 

due to increased expenditure and participation in activities. 

The Visitor-Population ratio is simply calculated as: 

 𝑉𝑖𝑠𝑖𝑡𝑜𝑟 − 𝑃𝑜𝑝𝑢𝑙𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑅𝑒𝑔𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝐴  =
𝑇𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑜𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑛𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡 𝑣𝑖𝑠𝑖𝑡𝑜𝑟𝑠𝑅𝑒𝑔𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝐴 

𝑇𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑝𝑜𝑝𝑢𝑙𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛𝑅𝑒𝑔𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝐴

 

Therefore the visitor-population ration for Sydney can be calculated as: 

 𝑉𝑖𝑠𝑖𝑡𝑜𝑟 − 𝑃𝑜𝑝𝑢𝑙𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑆𝑦𝑑𝑛𝑒𝑦  =
𝑇𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑜𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑛𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡 𝑣𝑖𝑠𝑖𝑡𝑜𝑟𝑠𝑆𝑦𝑑𝑛𝑒𝑦 

𝑇𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑝𝑜𝑝𝑢𝑙𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛𝑆𝑦𝑑𝑛𝑒𝑦
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 𝑉𝑖𝑠𝑖𝑡𝑜𝑟 − 𝑃𝑜𝑝𝑢𝑙𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑆𝑦𝑑𝑛𝑒𝑦  =
10,494,441

3,375,654
 

 𝑉𝑖𝑠𝑖𝑡𝑜𝑟 − 𝑃𝑜𝑝𝑢𝑙𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑆𝑦𝑑𝑛𝑒𝑦  = 3.07 

Data Sources: TRA International Visitor Survey and National Visitor Survey; ABS Australian 

Demographics Statistics (Cat. No. 3101.0) 

Data Sources: TRA International Visitor Survey and National Visitor Survey. 

TOURISM ACCOMMODATION 
Tourism Accommodation is calculated using data for Hotels, Motels and Serviced Apartments for 

establishments with 15 or more rooms. The data is reported as published by the ABS in the year of 

issue for 2012-13 and 2013-14 only. The 2012-13 numbers have not been recast to represent the 

2014 tourism regions (there were few changes in this time).  

Rooms are based on the number of rooms available in the June quarter of the financial year. 

Occupancy and Revenue per Available Room (RevPAR) are calculated over the entire financial year 

period. 

Data Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Survey of Tourist Accommodation (Cat. No. 

8635.0) 

AVIATION 
Aviation capacity and seat utilisation are calculated using international and domestic inbound flight 

data to individual airports. This data was collated at a regional level based on the 2014 tourism 

regions.  

Capacity is the number of available seats going to a specific airport, and includes intraregional travel. 

For example, seats on a plane travelling from Cairns to Mornington Island is counted as capacity into 

the Tropical North Queensland tourism region. 

Seat utilisation is calculated as the total number of inbound passengers to a region (both domestic 

and international) divided by the total number of available inbound seats to the region. 

Data Sources: Bureau of Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Economics (BITRE), Domestic and 

International Aviation Activity (unpublished data) 

TOURISM INVESTMENT 
Regional tourism investment is calculated 2014 only using data from the 2014 tourism investment 

pipeline, in TRA’s Tourism Investment Monitor.  

The tourism investment pipeline only includes projects valued at $20 million or more. Given this, 

where a region has no projects valued at $20 million or more, data is not available to report. 

Data Source: TRA, Tourism Investment Monitor 2015 (unpublished data). 

TOURISM BUSINESSES 
Tourism businesses were calculated using ABS SA2 level data underpinning the TRA Tourism 

Businesses reports (2009 and 2015). This data was aggregated using the 2014 tourism region 

concordances and thus will differ from the estimates reported in those publications. 
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DOCUMENT TITLE 

TOURISM RESEARCH AUSTRALIA 

In 2009, the international standards used to classify tourism industry businesses were revised. 

Consequently, the methodology used to estimate the number of tourism businesses in Australia also 

changed, with a number of industry sectors now excluded from the tourism industry classification.  

This revision has resulted in a number of data discrepancies between 2008–09 and 2009–10. For 

more information on the methodology changes, please see the information papers available on the 

ABS website: Introduction of revised international statistical standards in the Australian Tourism 

Satellite Account (ABS Cat. No. 5249.0.55.002) and Implementation of revised international statistical 

standards in the Australian Tourism Satellite Account (ABS Cat. No. 5249.0.55.003). 

Data for 2013-14 is not yet available.  

Data Source: TRA, Tourism Businesses in Australia, 2006-2009 and Tourism Businesses in Australia, 

2010-2013 


