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FACT SHEET – march 2014
CHANGES TO australian population estimates AND THEir impact ON Tourism Research Australia’s NATIONAL SURVEYS
how are population estimates used in the national visitor survey?
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) projections of estimated resident population (ERP) for those aged 15 years or more are used as an input to National Visitor Survey (NVS) weighting. Therefore, changes to ERP projections will impact NVS results from 2014 onwards.
what have been the changes to erp?
After every Australian Census, official population estimates for each region of Australia are recalibrated based on Census counts of where people actually live. Population estimates derived in this way are known as ‘rebased’ estimates, as the new Census information forms the ‘base’ for this data. 
For the 2011 Census, ABS used improved methods for estimating the Census undercount. These methods resulted in an undercount adjustment to the population count from the 2011 Census that was significantly lower than for previous Censuses. Further analysis by the ABS determined that too many people had been added to the Census counts for previous Censuses (1996, 2001 and 2006). For this reason, the ABS has revised historical data from 1991 to 2011 to deliver more reliable population time-series estimates for all regions of Australia. This historical, one-off revision is known as ‘recasting’ the data. 
For further information on population rebasing and recasting, please refer to the attached link to the ABS paper Understanding Changes to Australia's Regional Population Estimates
How much has the estimateD resident population changed?
As outlined above, the ABS previously over-estimated ERP. For Australia, the final rebased June 2011 ERP was 1.2% (278,300 people) lower than the preliminary (un-rebased) June 2011 ERP.  At the state and territory level, population estimates were revised upwards for some states and downwards for others. Within states and territories, the population of capital cities were typically revised upwards and the population of regional areas downwards. 
when were revised erp data released?
[bookmark: _GoBack]In August 2013, the ABS released new official population estimates for each region of Australia as a 20-year historical series in the publication Population by Age and Sex, Regions of Australia, 2012 (Catalogue No. 3235.0). These represent a more accurate measure of population across Australia than was previously available.

Subsequently, in November 2013, the ABS released new ERP projections in the publication Population Projections Australia, 2012  (Catalogue No. 3222.0). Using estimates at 30 June 2012 as a base, this provides projections for Australia’s population as a whole from 2013 to 2101 and for states, territories, capital cities and balances of state populations from 2013 to 2061.
will this impact national visitor survey trip estimates?
Yes. The downward revision of population estimates for those aged 15 years or more, will affect the number of domestic overnight and day trips reported by the survey. Tourism Research Australia (TRA) estimates that there would have been 1.4% fewer domestic overnight trips taken nationally and varying impacts at the state and territory level for June quarter 2013 if the NVS had been weighted using rebased ERP data. 
wHAT impact Will the change have on OTHER KEY nVS METRICS?
Until TRA undertakes further analysis, the full impact on all metrics, including expenditure, will not be known. 
when will the nvs results be affected?
TRA will start using the new ABS ERP projections from the March quarter 2014 NVS release. 
will other survey outputs be affected?
Yes. Data from the NVS is an input to the Australian Tourism Satellite Account, the State Tourism Satellite Accounts, Tourism Forecasts, State of the Industry Report and Regional Expenditure estimates. Consequently, there will be flow-on effects to these tourism outputs.
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